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Automotive Body, Chassis and Accessories Sectional Committee, TED 06 


FOREWORD 


This Indian Standard was adopted by Bureau of Indian Standards, after the draft finalized by the Automotive 
Body, Chassis and Accessories Sectional Committee had been approved by the Transport Engineering Division 
Council. 


This standard specifies a typical method of Vehicle Identification System, which is more or less in line with the 
current European practice. This new vehicle identification system also takes care of the requirement of chassis 
numbering system currently followed by the vehicle manufacturers as per rule 122 of CMVR, 1989. In addition, 
the new system also mandates the fitment of a separate identification plate for N category of vehicles, which 
would be placed on an easily accessible location. The new system will have three sections, namely the world 
manufacturer’s identifier section, vehicle descriptor section and vehicle indicator section, along with the month 
and year code of manufacture of the vehicle. For incompletely built vehicles, there is an additional requirement 
of a body builder’s plate, giving details of the name of the body builder, unladen weight of the vehicle, seating 
capacity of the vehicle and/or the payload of the vehicle available after body building. 


Formulation of this standard has been undertaken to harmonize it with AIS 065. In the formulation of this standard, 
assistance has been derived from: 


a) 76/114/EEC — Statutory Plate and Inscriptions — Issue 2 — Nov/1994; and 
b) 93/34/EEC — Statutory markings for Two- or Three-Wheel Motor Vehicles — Issue 1 — Jul/2000. 


In case of any variance between the Standard and Central Motor Vehicles Rules, 1989, latter shall prevail. 
The composition of the Committee, responsible for the formulation of this standard is given at Annex B. 


For the purpose of deciding whether a particular requirement of this standard is complied with, the final value, 
observed or calculated, expressing the result of a test or analysis, shall be rounded off in accordance with 
IS 2 : 2022 ‘Rules for rounding off numerical values (second revision)’. The number of significant places 
retained in the rounded off value should be the same as that of the specified value in this standard. 
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Indian Standard 
STATUTORY PLATES AND INSCRIPTIONS FOR MOTOR 
VEHICLES THEIR LOCATION AND METHOD OF 
ATTACHMENT — VEHICLE IDENTIFICATION NUMBERING 
SYSTEM 


1 SCOPE 


1.1 This standard prescribes the details of the statutory 
plate and inscriptions for all L, M and N categories of 
vehicles provided by vehicle manufacturers and body 
builders. 


1.2 This standard is not applicable for trailers, semi- 


trailers, agricultural tractors and construction 
equipment vehicles. 
2 MANUFACTURER’S PLATE 


2.1 Manufacturer’s plate shall be mandatory for all 
vehicles of Category L7-N and N, that is, for the N1, 
N2, and N3 category of vehicles and shall be optional 
for all other categories of vehicles. 


The manufacturer’s plate, typically shown in the 
Annex A, shall be firmly attached by riveting, 
hammer drive screws or welding in a conspicuous and 
readily accessible position on a part which is normally 
not likely to be replaced during use.It shall show 
clearly and indelibly the following information in the 
order listed. 


2.1.1 Name of the Manufacturer 
2.1.2 CMVR Type-Approval Number 


2.1.2.1 The testing agencies referred in rule 126 of 
the Central Motor Vehicles Rules, 1989, shall adopt 
the following methodology for numbering the Type 
Approval Certificates. The type approval certificate 
shall be in 8 digits to indicate the following: 


1 digit 1 digit 1 digit code 1 digit code 4 digit code 
code for code for for the year for the for the Serial 
the Test the Type of of miscellaneous Numberof 
Agency certificate certification information the Type 
on the type of Approval 
vehicle Certificate 
a) 2) (3) (4) (5) 
The digit codes referred above shall represent the (3) Code for the year of certification 
following details: 
A - 2005, B - 2006, C - 2007, D - 2008 --------- 
(1) Code for test agency Z - 2029. 


A - Automotive Research Association of India 


(ARAD; 
V - Vehicles Research and Development 
Establishment (VRDE); 


P - Indian Institute of Petroleum (IIP); 
T - Central Machinery testing and Training 


Institute (CFMTTI); 

C - International Centre for Automotive 
Technology (ICAT); 

R - Central Institute of Road Transport (CIRT); 
and 

G - Global Automotive Research Centre 


(GARC). 


(2) Code for the type of certificate 


A - Base Certificate. 


(4) Code for miscellaneous information 


A -  CNG/Bio-CNG/LNG/Biogas 
methane); 

B - Battery Operated Vehicles; 

C — Biodiesel; 

D - Dual Fuel (Diesel with CNG/Bio- 
CNG/LNG); 

E - Ethanol/ E-85/ ED-95/E-100; 

F - Hydrogen and HCNG; 

G - Bi-Fuel; 

H - Hybrid Vehicles; 

J - Fuel Cell Vehicles; 

L - LPG vehicles; 

M - Methanol and DME Vehicles; and 

N - Conventional vehicles like Gasoline and 
Diesel. 


(Bio- 
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(5) Four digit Code for the serial number of the 
type approval certificate. 0009, .... 0099, ... 


1120999, occ 9999. 
2.1.3 Vehicle identification number (See 4). 


2.1.4 Maximum permitted laden weight of the vehicle 
(GVW- Gross Vehicle Weight). 


2.1.5 Maximum permitted laden weight for the 
combination, where the vehicle is used for towing 
(GCW — Gross Combination Weight). 


2.1.6 Maximum permissible weight for each axle, 
listed in order from front to rear. 


2.2 The manufacturer may give additional 
information below or to the side of the prescribed 
inscriptions, outside a clearly marked rectangle, 
which shall enclose only the information prescribed in 
2.1.1 to 2.1.6 (see Annex A). 


3 BODY BUILDER’S PLATE 


3.1 Body builder’s plate shall be mandatory for all 
vehicles of categories M1, M2, M3, N1, N2 and N3 
and L7-N built on incompletely built vehicles, which 
are in the form of drive away chassis, chassis with or 
without cab, chassis with cab and without windshield, 
chassis with cab and with windshield etc. The body 
builder’s plate, typically shown in the Annex A, shall 
be firmly attached by riveting, hammer drive screws 
or welding in a conspicuous and readily accessible 
position on a part which is normally not likely to be 
replaced during use. It shall show clearly and 
indelibly the following information in the order listed: 


a) Name of the body builder; 

b) Unladen weight of the vehicle; 

c) Pay load of the vehicle after bodybuilding; 
and 

d) Seating capacity of the vehicle after its full 
construction, for all passenger vehicles of 
M1, M2 and M3 category. 


4 VEHICLE IDENTIFICATION NUMBER (VIN) 


The vehicle identification number is a unique 
combination of characters assigned to each vehicle by 
the manufacturer. Its purpose is to ensure that every 
vehicle can be clearly identified over a period of 30 
years. The vehicle identification number shall 
conform to the following requirements: 


4.1 It shall be marked on the chassis or frame by 
punching or embossing and on the manufacturer’s 
plate for vehicle categories as per 2.1. 


4.1.1 It shall consist of three sections: 


First section — World Manufacturer’s Identifier 
(WMI) 

Second section — Vehicle Descriptor Section (VDS) 
Third section — Vehicle Indicator Section (VIS) 


4.1.1.1 World Manufacturers Identifier (WMI) 


The first section shall consist of a code assigned to the 
vehicle manufacturer to enable him to be identified. 


NOTE — The code shall comprise three characters, letters or 
numerals which shall be assigned by the competent authorities 
of the country where the manufacturer has his principal place 
of business, by agreement with the international agency acting 
under the authority of the International Organization for 
Standardization (ISO). The first character shall designate a 
geographical area, the second character a country within a 
geographical area, and the third character a specific 
manufacturer. Where the vehicle manufacturer’s cumulative 
production is less than 500 vehicles per year, the third 
character shall always be ‘9’. In order to identify such 
manufacturers, the competent authority referred to above shall 
also assign the third, fourth and fifth character of the third 
section. 


4.1.1.2 Vehicle Descriptor Section (VDS) 


The second section assigned by the vehicle 
manufacturer, shall be composed of six characters 
(letters or numerals), which shall serve to indicate the 
general characteristics of the vehicle. If the 
manufacturer does not use one or more of these 
characters, the unused spaces shall be filled by 
alphabetical or numerical characters, of the 
manufacturer’s choice. 


NOTE — The manufacturer may use this section 
for indicating the type designation/version/ 
variant/manufacturing logistics. 


4.1.1.3 Vehicle indicator section (VIS) 


The third section assigned by the vehicle 
manufacturer, composed of eight characters shall 
conjunction with the other two sections provide clear 
identification of particular vehicle. At least the last 
four characters of the VIS shall be numerical. Any 
unused space shall be filled by a zero in order that the 
total number of characters required may be fulfilled. 


4.1.1.4 Wherever possible it shall be marked on a 
single line. However it may be marked on two lines 
provided that no section may be divided between the 
two lines. The beginning and end of each line shall be 
indicated by a divider which may be a symbol, 
character or physical border. This divider shall not be 
an Arabic numeral or a Roman capital letter, and 


which cannot be confused with the other 
characters of the Vehicle Identification Number 
(VIN). The requirement of use of dividers is 
optional in the case of manufacturer’s plates where 
the number is marked on one line only. It is also 
permissible to place such a symbol between the 
three sections on one line (see 5.1.1). 
There must be no spaces between the characters other 
than the normal gap between characters. 


4.1.1.5 Month and year code of production 


4.1.1.5.1 The month and year of production shall be 
indicated by a suitable code decided by the vehicle 
manufacturer. 


4.1.1.5.2 The vehicle manufacturer may use any of the 
fourteen characters in the second section (VDS) and 
the third section (VIS) for indicating the month and 
year of production, as per the code adopted by the 
manufacturer. 


4.1.1.5.3 If the characters for indicating the month and 
year codes of production are not part of the second or 
third section of the Vehicle Identification Number 
(VIN), it shall be marked as characters, in addition to 
the three sections of the Vehicle Identification Number 
(VIN). This may be positioned above or below or 
adjacent to the VIN. 
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4.1.1.5.4 The vehicle manufacturer shall declare the 
codes used for the month and year of production, their 
location as per 4.1.1.5.2 or 4.1.1.5.3 and the location 
of the Vehicle Identification Number (VIN) in Table 
11 of AIS 007. 


4.1.2 The vehicle identification number must 
however: 


a) be marked on the chassis frame or 
similar structure on the vehicle; and 

b) be placed in a clearly visible and accessible 
position by a method such as hammering or 
stamping, in such a way that it cannot be 
obliterated or deteriorate. 


4.2 In case of manual or machine errors during the 
process of punching or embossing the VIN number on 
the vehicle, the following corrective procedure shall be 
adopted: 


4.2.1 In such cases of wrong punching of numbers due 
to manual or machine error, the punched wrong 
number shall be crossed and the correct number may 
be punched or etched once again, exactly above or 
below the crossed number as shown in 4.2.1.1 and 
4.2.1.2. 


4.2.1.1 Example of re-marking above the wrong 
number. 


M 
EE K BB SE ag 


3 
U e 6 0-0 20: 0 0 


4.2.1.2 Example of re-marking below the wrong number. 


Ye BS ae at 


M 


00CK0 0000 
3 


5 CHARACTERS 


5.1 Characters for the Vehicle Identification 
Number (VIN) 


5.1.1 Roman letters and Arabic numerals shall be used 
for all the markings provided for in section 2 (VDS) 
and section 3 (VIS). However, the Roman characters 
used in the markings provided (see 4) shall be capital 
letters. 


5.1.1 The use of the letters I, O and Q and dashes, 
asterisks and other special signs is not permitted, 
except for characters specified in 4.1.1.4. 


5.1.2 The minimum height of the letters and numerals 
shall be as follows: 


a) Seven millimetre for characters marked 
directly on the chassis or frame in the case 
of 4-wheeled motor vehicles; and 
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b) Four millimetre for characters marked 
directly on the chassis or frame in the case 
of 2- and 3-wheeled motor vehicles. 


5.2 Characters for the Manufacturer’s Plate 

5.2.1 Roman letters and Arabic numerals shall be used 
for all the markings in the manufacturer’s plate. 
However, the Roman letters used in the markings 


provided (see 2.1.1) shall be capital letters. 


5.2.2 The minimum height of the characters marked 
on the manufacturer’s plate shall be: 


a) Four millimetre in the case of 4-wheeled 
motor vehicles, and 
b) Three millimetre in the case of 2-and 
3-Wheeled motor vehicles. 
6 APPROVAL FOR COMPLIANCE 
6.1 Compliance by the Vehicle Manufacturer 


The compliance to this standard for certification 


purposes, shall be established by the testing agencies 
referred in Rule 126 of the Central Motor Vehicles 
Rules, 1989 by verifying the documents submitted by 
the vehicle manufacturer. These documents shall 
include the following: 


a) Information as per Table 11 of AIS: 007; 
and 

b) Information regarding the World 
Manufacturer’s Index (WMI). 


6.2 Compliance by the Body Builder 


The compliance to this standard shall be established by 
the testing agencies referred in rule 126 of the Central 
Motor Vehicles Rules, 1989, by verifying the 
documents submitted by the body builder for the 
requirements specified at 3. This shall be in accordance 
with the accreditation scheme for body builders, as and 
when separately notified by the Ministry of Shipping, 
Road Transport and Highways. 
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ANNEX A 


(Clauses 2.1, 2.2 and 3.1) 


TYPICAL MANUFACTURER’S PLATE 


A-1 The following examples for the vehicle Example 1: For two-axle N category vehicle given by 
manufacturer and body builder are given as a guide. the vehicle manufacturer. 
r 1 


Name of the vehicle manufacturer 
Type approval number 


! 3ISKLM3 ACB 1239546 

6 000 kg 

10 200 kg 

1-3 000 kg 

2-4 000 kg 

a _ 
In the case of vehicles with more than two axles, the (see rectangles shown with dotted lines in the above 
axles should listed in the order starting from the front model). 


most axle. 
Example 2: For 3-axle N category vehicle given by 


Additional information as provided for in 2.2 may be the vehicle manufacturer. 
given below or to the side of the prescribed data 


Name of the vehicle manufacturer 
Type approval number 
3GTWO18009BS51312 


6 000 kg 
19 000 kg 
1-4 000 kg 
2-5 000 kg 


Additional information as provided for in 2.2 may be Example 3: For incompletely built vehicles 
given below or to the side of the prescribed data 


à i À of M category given by the body builder. 
(see rectangles shown with dotted lines in the above 


model). 
Name of the body builder 
ULW - 8000kg 


! PL - 8200kg 
! Seating Capacity — 52 persons 
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Example 4: For incompletely built vehicles of N category given by the body builder 


r Name of the body builder l 
' ULW - 8000kg ' 
' PL - 8200kg ' 
freer =- 
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ANNEX A 


(Foreword) 
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